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Mission Statement 
 
The Lac du Bonnet Regional Library is the focal point in our community for 

formal and informal association with information and ideas.  Resources that 

inform, educate, develop, and enrich the lives of all are provided through services, 

programs, and access to information technology. 
 

 

Board Members 
 

Town of Lac du Bonnet 

 

    Christine Argyle  Vice-Chairperson (Member-at-Large) 

 Beverley Richmond  Treasurer (Member-at-Large) 

 Ken Lodge   Council Representative 

 

RM of Lac du Bonnet 

 

 Janice Walker   Chairperson (Member-at-Large) 

Cheryl MacKinnon  Secretary (Member-at-Large) 

Cathie Brereton  Council Representative (January-October) 

    Doug Marks   Council Representative (November-December) 

  

 

 

Staff Members 
 

Head Librarian  Vickie Short  

Assistant Librarians  Janice Hoffman  

    Joanna Sokal  

Library Clerk   Michelle Toupin (January-April) 

    Michelle Grimmelt (April-December) 

Janitor    Joanna Sokal, Michelle Grimmelt 

Assistant Clerks  Ashley Dufault 

    Kathleen Harland  

Summer Reading  

   Co-ordinator   Nadia Tyles  

  

Visit www.lacdubonnetlibrary.ca for information on Online Access, Services, Library 

Corner, Events, What’s New, Staff, Careers, Policy, and Financial/Annual Reports.

http://www.lacdubonnetlibrary.ca/
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Fully-automated library services are offered to all residents of:   
 

Town of Lac du Bonnet RM of Lac du Bonnet 

Population:  1069 Population:  2930 

(Population based on 2011 Revised Census). 

 

 

Your Information Services Headquarters.... 

 

Fiction and Non-Fiction for all ages!  Reference Material 

Magazines  Videos/DVDs 

Public Access Computers/Early Literacy Station  Internet and Wireless Access 

Large Print Books  Audio Books 

Photocopying/Faxes  Interlibrary Loans (fILL) 

Good as New Book Sales  Summer Reading Program 

2
nd

 Hand Sales (Books, Magazines, and Movies) eLibraries Manitoba, EBSCOhost, 

Special Events  NNELS*, and Global Road Warrior 

Disc Cleaning/Repair     Travel Database Access 

Library Catalogue Home Access for Catalogue searches, reserves and circulation renewals 

(as well as special features such as recommendations and wish list).  

 

*NNELS – National Network for Equitable Library Service. 

 

 

 

 
LIBRARY HOURS 

 

  

Sunday and Monday – Closed 

 

 Tuesday:    10:30 am – 8:00 pm 

 Wednesday:  12:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

 Thursday:  10:30 am – 8:00 pm 

 Friday:  12:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

 Saturday:  10:30 am – 2:30 pm 

 

 
 

 

Interlibrary Loans – Can’t find a book you are looking for?  We can often find it at another 

library.  This service is free within Manitoba and occasionally we are charged a small fee by 

some out-of-province libraries.  This charge is passed on to the patron.  We also have many 

requests from other libraries for interlibrary loans.   
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The Year in Review... 
 

We had a few staff changes during the year.  Michelle Toupin joined us as Library Clerk 

from January to April when she accepted employment elsewhere.  Michelle Grimmelt was 

hired in April to fill the Clerk position.  Joanna, who had been doing the janitorial work 

turned over that responsibility to Michelle Grimmelt part way through the year.   Nadia Tyles 

joined us for a second year as Coordinator for the Summer Reading Program for July and 

August. 

  

                       
 Vickie Short    Janice Hoffman        Joanna Sokal Michelle Grimmelt 

Head Librarian  Assistant Librarian Assistant Librarian   Clerk (Apr.-Dec.) 

       

     

          
 Nadia Tyles Ashley Dufault          Kathleen Harland 

Summer Reading Program Coordinator   -- Assistant Clerks -- 

  

 

There were also a few changes to our Library Board this year.  Cindy McLean and Rhonda 

Zelisko finished their terms and stepped down.  Christine Argyle and Beverley Richmond 

joined the Board in the new year as Town members-at-large and took on the roles of Vice-

Chairperson and Treasurer, respectively.  Ken Lodge remained our Town Representative.  

Janice Walker agreed to another term as RM member-at-large, taking over the Chairperson 

role from Cindy McLean.  Cathie Brereton remained on the Board as our RM Representative 

until she resigned her council position in October, and Doug Marks joined us in that capacity 

in November. 

 

Commencing January 6, 2015, the Library hours for Tuesdays and Thursdays were changed.  

The Library will be open from 10:30 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

 

Family Literacy Day is celebrated across Canada annually on January 27
th

.  That evening, the 

Library hosted a “Family Literacy Night.”  (See Appendix.) 

 



 

4 

Since February was “I Love to Read Month,” each visit to the Library entitled our patrons 

and visitors to an entry for one of our book draws.  Winners of the book draws were:  Carol 

Toews, Emmett N., Michelle Chapman, Sue Nowell, Shawna Johnson, Robert Robinson, 

Amy Carter, Austin S., Art Marr, and Lily N.   

 

During Spring Break, the Library hosted “Spring into the Library.”  From March 31
st
 through 

April 2
nd

, local and visiting children joined us for stories, crafts and refreshments. 

 

The Library hosted our 3
rd

 Annual “Celebrating Stories” on Thursday, April 23
th

, 2015 at 

6:45 p.m.  Authors, Michelle Grimmelt and Dana Wood, along with musician Cohen Sieg 

presented to an audience of approximately 33 people (see Appendix).   

 

On April 30
th

, the students from Springwell School, Brightstone Colony joined us for a tour 

of the Library.  In appreciation, the students presented staff at the Library with a card they 

made during class, as a token of their appreciation. 

 

The Annual Spring Tea for Volunteers and Library friends was held May 1
st
, 2015.  The 

Library Staff and Board like to take this opportunity to thank our volunteers and library 

patrons for all their support during the year.  

 

We continued to work closely with the schools to provide books and interlibrary loans to the 

teachers and students for special projects.  As part of the pre-school networking committee 

that is ongoing throughout the year, Joanna Sokal participated in a day-long event called 

“Ready, Set, Grow” an information session making parents of young children aware of what 

the School and the Library have to offer. 

 

During the month of June, we decided to resurrect our Preschool Storytime on a trial basis.  

There was enough interest shown to try again in the Fall. 

 

In conjunction with Centennial School’s “Artists off the Avenue” program, on June 11
th

, the 

Library hosted an author evening where the children from Centennial School read from a 

book they had created (see Appendix). 

 

Congratulations from the Library are extended to local author Donna Besel on her recent 

McNally Robinson book launch of “Lessons from a Nude Man.”  Donna was recognized as 

one of ten outstanding women fiction writers.   

 

The Summer Reading Program ran from July 7
th

 to August 20
th

.  This year the program 

theme was “Play!”  Nadia Tyles was hired as the Summer Reading Program Coordinator.  

Thank you to Nadia for a job well-done.  We concluded the Summer Program with a windup 

at the park, with refreshments later at the Library. 

 

In July, we launched a “Read the Movie” campaign to make patrons aware of books we had 

in the library that inspired movies. 
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The Annual Fall Supper was held on September 12
th

 at the Legion Hall.  Royal Canadian 

Legion Branch #164 generously donated the Hall and our Legion comrades and the Ladies 

Auxiliary prepared the meal.   

 

In order to be eligible for a much-needed Manitoba Community Services Council Grant, the 

Library was required to work two bingo nights at McPhillips Street Station.  Library staff, 

board members and volunteers who stepped up for this task were:  Janice Walker, Kathy 

Picard, Bonnie Popowich, Linda Carter, Christine Argyle, Alana Short and Vickie Short.  

Thank you so much for contributing your time on behalf of the Library. 

 

To complement the automated door openers at the main entrance, automatic door openers 

were installed from the main library area to the washrooms, enabling better access to our 

Library building and its facilities. 

 

On October 22
nd

, the Library hosted “Cranberry Feast” – Stories and Music from the 

Winnipeg and Whitemouth Rivers.  Mary Louise Chown and Sheldon Sveinson brought to 

life the history of the rivers and those who inhabited them.  Shannon Shewchuk and Michel 

Dupas were exquisite in the songs they performed for the audience (see Appendix). 

 

October 26
th

 to November 7
th

 our volunteers “came to the rescue” again at Mrs. Lucci’s, 

earning the Library another $500.00 in volunteer hours. 

 

Lac du Bonnet Library hosted “Pyjama Storytime” on November 19
th

 (see Appendix). 

 

On December 16
th

, the Library received an early Christmas present, a cheque in the amount 

of $700.00.  Jimmy Hladki presented the cheque on behalf of the International Association of 

Fire Fighters Local F-160.  Since we fell short in our budgeted fundraising and donations for 

the year, this was a very welcome surprise (see Appendix). 

 

Our last draw of the year was “Win a Christmas Present.”  Our lucky winners were:  Ollie 

Gorrie, Tannis Smith, Jo-Anne Borys, Jen Smithson and Breanna S. 

 

This was another successful year for the magazine sponsorship program.  Library friends and 

local business sponsors are responsible for the existence of at least half our magazine 

collection. 

 

The Library Boardroom has continued to be used on a regular basis throughout the year by 

local groups such as: the Lac du Bonnet Food Bank; Winnipeg River Arts Council; the 

Alzheimer’s Group; the Parkinson’s Group; the Interlake-Eastman RHA; Eastman Juried Art 

Exhibition Group; Lac du Bonnet Personal Care Home Staff – MGEU; the People First 

Group; and by various students writing exams for courses being taken that require a Proctor 

(see Appendix). 

 

Our appreciation is once again extended to the Town of Lac du Bonnet and the RM of 

Lac du Bonnet for their continued support.  Our appreciation as well to the RM of Alexander 
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for continuing to compensate the Lac du Bonnet Library for services provided to residents of 

their municipality residing in the Bird River area.  Total funding from the RM of Alexander 

for 2015 was $3,105.00. 

 

In 2015, funding received from the Province, the RM and the Town amounted to $93,478.01.  

In addition, we received $3,767.12 as our share of a Rural Library Technological Sustaina-

bility Grant; and from the Federal Government – A Young Canada Works Grant of 

$1,191.71 that assisted in funding the Assistant Clerk Summer Student position; and an 

Enabling Accessibility Grant of $2,700.00 to assist in funding the Automatic Door Openers 

project.  From the Manitoba Community Services Council we received a grant of $6,000; 

and from the Lac du Bonnet Ice Fishing Derby Inc., we received a share of the Community 

Volunteer Hours disbursement of $44.00 as well as a grant of $1,200.00 to be applied to the 

cost of the automated doors that were installed in October. 

 

As a result of the grants we received, we were able to complete our accessibility project; and 

we were finally able to replace the very outdated computers throughout the Library.  Staff 

and patrons alike are very pleased with the upgrade.  On behalf of all those who use the 

Library, thank you to the organizations listed above for helping us make this happen. 

 

    
 

 

Training and Development... 

 
Various staff members took advantage of the opportunity to participate in the following 

training sessions via webinar or teleconference, as well as any other information sessions 

made available to this Library: 

  

 National Network for Equitable Library Service (NNELs) Training (February) 

 LibSat Survey Statistics (February) 

 Early Literacy Puppet Online Training Session (October) 

 Large-print Teleconference (October). 

 

Staff continued to attend the Eastman/Interlake meetings held three times per year.   
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Special Events... 

 
On January 27

th
 the Library hosted Family Literacy Night to promote adults and children 

reading and learning together, and to encourage Canadians to spend at least 15 minutes en-

joying a learning activity as a family every day.  Approximately 40 people attended.  

Winners of the book draws were:  Armand (Codemaster); Kaisee (I Owe You); Nathan 

(Wizards…Mazes and Activities); Saffiya (The Biggest and Best Snowman); and Myles (So 

Many Ways to…).  Thanks to Pat Terra, Denise Joss and Norma Hladki for providing a 

helping hand.  We truly appreciate your efforts (see Appendix). 

 

  
 

Seventeen children, their parents, staff and volunteers played card games and word 

 games at Family Literacy Night.  A great time was had by all. 

 

 

During Spring Break, the Library hosted “Spring into the Library”.  From March 31
st
 to 

April 2
nd

, local and visiting children participated in the 3-day program.  They read stories, 

had small snacks and made crafts.  

 

 

  
  

Hard at work and play at the Library during Spring into the Library. 
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The Library hosted “Celebrating Stories” on Thursday, April 23
rd

, 2015 at 6:45 p.m.  

featuring all local talent.  Authors, Michelle Grimmelt (The Aura of the North) and Dana 

Wood (Mama I’m Not Gone), along with musician Cohen Sieg presented to an audience of 

approximately 33 people.  We enjoyed very positive feedback from those in attendance.  

Wayne Sieg was the winner of the attendance draw – a copy of Keith Richard’s Biography 

“Life.“  This event was co-sponsored by the Winnipeg River Arts Council (WRAC) (see 

Appendix).   

 

 

 
 

 Michelle Grimmelt Cohen Sieg Dana Wood 
                       

 

The Annual Spring Tea for Volunteers and Library Friends was held May 1
st
, 2015.    We 

hope that the twenty-two volunteers and guests enjoyed the Annual Spring Tea as much as 

we enjoyed being able to show our heartfelt appreciation for all that our Library friends do 

for us throughout the year. 

 

 

  
 

Volunteers, Patrons, Friends, Post Office Staff and Board Members 

join Library Staff for an enjoyable afternoon. 
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In conjunction with Centennial School’s “Artists off the Avenue” program, on June 11
th

, the 

Library hosted an author evening where the children from Centennial School read from 

“Through the Eyes of Centennial’s Children,” a book the students had both written and 

illustrated (see Appendix).   

          

  

 

 
 

Two children from each grade read their page for an audience of approximately 60 people.  

Teacher, Heather Shabaga, provides a bit of assistance to the youngest readers. 
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The Summer Reading Program ran from July 7
th

 to August 20
th

.  This year the program 

theme was “Play!”  Once again the program was sponsored by the TD Bank Financial 

Group.   Nadia Tyles was hired as Summer Program Co-ordinator.  Thank you Nadia for a 

job well-done! 

 

  
 

Summer Reading Program attendees get   Now for snack and a little friendship. 

together for storytime. 

 

 
 

Our “bucket list” reading board. 

 

Fifty-nine children registered this year with approximately 869 children’s and junior books 

being circulated during the six-week program.  We had lots of fun playing games, reading 

and making some cool crafts!  We were even were able to go to the park a couple of times 

this year.  Instead of keeping reading logs, the kids filled out a “bucket list” of some of the 

books they’d like to read in the future.  We also discussed books/characters the children 

would recommend to their peers.  Congratulations to Grayson M. and Elizabeth V, who won 

our attendance draws and Hudson S. and Elizabeth V. who won our guessing games.  

Congratulations to Roger C. and Leah M. who won the guessing game for the adults.   

 

The 28
th

 Annual Fall Supper was held on September 12
th

 at the Legion Hall.  Royal Canadian 

Legion Branch #164 generously donated the Hall and our Legion comrades and the Ladies 
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Auxiliary prepared the meal.  Supplies for the meals were again donated by our Library 

patrons, who also helped with the serving and cleanup.  Three hundred and fourteen meals 

were served, and proceeds were approximately $4,870.44.  

 

         
 

Volunteers get ready for the crowd and help out at the door. 

 

  
 

New Library Clerk, Michelle, enjoys socializing with all our Library friends at her first  

Fall Supper. 

 

 

Pyjama Night was held on Thursday, November 19
th

.  Melayni Schwab graciously 

volunteered her time lending a hand.  Thank you so much!  
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Links Available from the Lac du Bonnet Library Website... 
 

 

  

(Click on Eastman Region, choose Lac du Bonnet Library and sign-in with your Library 

Username and Password.) 

 

Audio and electronic books can be downloaded by library patrons with 

online access (username and password provided by the Library) from 

the eLibraries Manitoba (eLM) website at http://elm.lib.overdrive.com.   

 

Ebscohost is an online research database which can search thousands of 

e-journals.  Visit the auto repair, small engine repair, home improvement 

reference centres, Novelist (for like-type authors and genre), or one of several 

student research sites. 

 

   

 

 

 

  

 
 

Global Road Warrior is a travel and geographic database that provides rich cultural reports 

that cover everything from rudimentary language terms, currency, health issues, customs, 

and cultural faux pas. This database has current coverage of over 175 countries, and includes 

over 6,500 color photos and 1,500 high-resolution country maps.  

Website:  www.globalroadwarrior.com  User name:  ldblibrary Password: travel  

 

 

  
 

This website is an online public library of published books in accessible 

formats for Canadians with perceptual disabilities. Visit the Library or 

https://nnels.ca for more details. 

 

Library patrons have access to search the Manitoba Public 

Libraries Network – fILL – a federated Search system of libraries 

in Manitoba.  URL is: https://fill.mb.libraries.coop. 

Lac du Bonnet Library Patron use only.  Visit the library to 

learn more.  This is for information purposes only.  No offers/ 

promotions/additional subscriptions or purchases are authorized.

      

 

http://elm.lib.overdrive.com/
http://www.globalroadwarrior.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/
https://nnels.ca/
https://fill.mb.libraries.coop/
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Fundraising Report 
 

 

This is a joint effort by Board, Staff and Volunteers!  A breakdown of these receipts is as 

follows: 

 

Fall Supper     $4,870.44             

Book Sales      2,283.15 

Mrs. Lucci’s             500.00 

Penny Jar    266.99 

Patron Services      525.25 

Projector Rental         0 

Fishing Derby-Volunteer Hours      44.00 

Total     $8,489.83 

 

The Fall Supper continued to be our major fundraiser in 2015 with a very good, although not 

a sell-out crowd!   We hope to have a full house next year.  We extend a special thank you to 

the Ladies Auxiliary to the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #164, as well as the Branch and 

its members, many volunteers and our very generous community.  We could not do it 

without you!    

 

In Memory – September 13
th

, 2015, the Library says “Goodbye” to Irene Lyon.  Irene 

volunteered at this Library from 1982 to 2011 when failing health took her back to 

Winnipeg.  Irene managed our Magazine collection as well as lending a hand wherever and 

whenever needed.  She will be missed!  In lieu of flowers, Irene’s family chose the Library 

as the recipient of funds donated in her memory. 

 

 

Circulation Statistics 
  

 2013 2014 2015 

Adult Fiction 12,900 11,694 10,961 

Adult Non-Fiction 1,785 1,657 1,566 

Young Adult Fiction 602 705 543 

Junior Fiction 1,005 1,161 1,006 

Junior Non-Fiction 571 606 540 

Children’s 2,866 2,473 2,737 

Magazines 2,862 2,497 2,083 

Vertical File 74 15 6 

ILL Incoming 871 1,003 718 

ILL Outgoing 779 577 407 

Sound Recordings 129 295 230 

PLS Large Print 121 172 186 

MLDB Large Print 311 310 382 

Videos/DVDs 1,830 2,390 2,352 

eLM (eBooks/Audiobooks) 2,695 3,722 3,817 

Total 29,484 29,277 27,534 
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Membership and Circulation Statistics  

(Jan. 1, 2015 – Dec. 31, 2015) 

 

 

 
 

*Other includes:  Library Use, Block Loans, InterLibrary Loans and Temporary checkouts for all 

Municipalities combined. 

 

eLM = eLibraries Manitoba. 

1,154 
51% 

290 
13% 

580 
25% 

37 
2% 

192 
8% 

33 
1% 

Library Memberships (Total = 2,286) 

10,687 
39% 

858 
3% 

5,530 
20% 

15 
0% 

1,855 
7% 

883 
3% 

3,817 
14% 

3,889 
14% 

Circulation by Patron Group (Total = 27,534) 

RM of LdB Summer RM of LdB Town of LdB Summer Town of LdB

RM of Alexander Non-Resident eLM Other*
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2015 Library Statistics 

 
Volumes and Resources Held 

 

 

Books 18,369 

Videos 323 

DVDs     755 

Magazine Subscriptions       51 

Back-Issue Magazine Categories       32 

Sound Recordings     189 

Vertical File       20 

New Acquisitions 

(Approx. 282  of these were donated items) 

838 

 

We hold 926 copies in our magazine collection and 353 copies in our Back-Issue magazine 

collection.  Approximately 1,354 items were withdrawn in 2015. 

 

 

Top Circulating Items and Authors at Our Library for 2015 

 

 

Adult Fiction David Baldacci – The Escape; J.D. Robb – Obsession in Death; Hoag, 

Tami  –  Cold Cold Heart; James Patterson – Burn. 

Adult Non-Fiction 

 

Young Adult 

 

Junior 

 

Children 

 

  

Debra Komar – The Bastard of Fort Stikine; Bartley Kives  – A 

Daytrippers Guide to Manitoba; David Perlmutter – Brain Maker. 

James Dashner – Maze Runner and Scorch Trials;   John Green – 

Paper Towns; Heather Brewer – The Chronicles of Vladimir Tod. 

Geronimo Stilton – The Hunt for the Golden Book; Jeff Kinney – The 

Long Haul; Daisy Meadows – The Earth Fairy series. 

Paulette Bourgeois  –  Franklin and the Thunderstorm;  Pat Harrison – 

Dogs in Disguise, & Fluffy is Little;  Phoebe Beinstein – Dora’s 

Bedtime Wishes; Jonathan London – Froggy Gets Dressed. 

Sound Recordings 

(Adult) 

John Grisham – The Associate; Dan Simmons – The Abominable; 

Dean Koontz – The Good Guy; Sandra Brown – Sunset Embrace. 

DVDs (Adult) Downton Abbey series; Five Corners/Who Shot Pat. 

           (Children) Monster Jam – Tour Crushers; Bob the Builder/Thomas & Friends. 

 
 

A visit to the Library does not always result in a check-out of material – some patrons come to 

browse or read magazines, and others find the information they need in our reference section or on 

the Internet.  This is not reflected in our circulation statistics.  Total sign-ins for the Public Access 

Computers for 2015 was 837 (WiFi users not included).  The Early Literacy Station remains very 

popular with the young children.  The Library website received 3,871 visits in 2015 (977 of which 

were visits to the Global Road Warrior database). 

 

Point of Interest:  Despite all efforts made by staff over the years to collect, as of December 31
st
, 

2015, this Library is owed $5,006.44 in unpaid fines.   
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Notes 
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