
 

 

 
 

 

 

Annual Report 

 2020 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Prepared by Lac du Bonnet Library Staff 

2021 April 

 
P.O. Box 216 - 84 Third Street Lac du Bonnet, MB  R0E 1A0       Ph. 204-345-2653 Fax. 204-345-6827 

email:  mldb@mymts.net              Website:  www.lacdubonnetlibrary.ca  



 

2 

 

Mission Statement 
 

The Lac du Bonnet Regional Library is the focal point in our community for formal and 

informal association with information and ideas.  Resources that inform, educate, develop, 

and enrich the lives of all are provided through services, programs, and access to 

information technology. 
 

Board Members 
 

Town of Lac du Bonnet 

 

    Louise Fergusson   Secretary/Treasurer (September-December) 

 Alyssa Whynot   Vice-Chairperson 

 Brian Choptain    Town Council Representative 

 

RM of Lac du Bonnet 

 

 Joan Einarson   Chairperson  

Cathie Brereton   Secretary/Treasurer (January-July) 

Karen David   Member-at-Large 

    Darrell Scheirich    R.M. Council Representative 

 

Staff Members 
 

Head Librarian   Vickie Short  

Public Services Coordinator   Laurie Kjartanson 

Events Coordinator   Bonnie Swayze (January-March) 

   Jen Kemball (March-November) Dec. (on leave) 

Library Clerk   Georgia Valentonis (January-September) 

   Michele Sobering (September-December) 

Assistant Clerks   Colter Zirk  

   Lily Hodgson  

Summer Reading Club Co-ordinator  Colter Zirk (July-August) 

Janitor   Donna Kovari 

 

Visit www.lacdubonnetlibrary.ca for information on Online Access, Services, Library Corner, 

Events, What’s New, Staff, Careers, Policy, Board Minutes, Financial Reports, and Annual 

Reports. 

 

Fully-automated library services are offered to all residents of:   

 

Town of Lac du Bonnet RM of Lac du Bonnet 

Population:  1089 Population:  3121 

(Population based on 2016 Revised Census) 

 

 

 

http://www.lacdubonnetlibrary.ca/
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Your Information Services Headquarters.... 

 

Fiction and Non-Fiction for all ages  Reference Material 

Magazines  Videos/DVDs 

Public Access Computers/Early Literacy Station  Internet and Wireless Access 

Large Print Books  Audio Books 

Photocopying/Faxes  Interlibrary Loans (fILL) 

Good as New Book Sales  Summer Reading Club 

2nd Hand Sales (Books, Magazines, and Movies)      eLibraries Manitoba, EBSCOhost,  

Special events      NNELS*  

Compact disc Cleaning/Repair   and Global Road Warrior Travel Database Access 

Playaway Pre-loaded Digital Audio Books 

Library Catalogue Home Access for Catalogue searches, reserves and circulation renewals (as well as 

special features such as recommendations and wish list).  

 

* NNELS – National Network for Equitable Library Service. 

 

 
LIBRARY HOURS 

 

  

Sunday and Monday – Closed 

 

 Tuesday:    10:30 am – 8:00 pm 

 Wednesday:  12:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

 Thursday:  10:30 am – 8:00 pm 

 Friday:  12:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

 Saturday:  10:30 am – 2:30 pm 

 

 
 

 

Interlibrary Loans – Can’t find a book you are looking for?  We can often find it at another library.  

This service is free within Manitoba and occasionally we are charged a small fee by some out-of-

province libraries.  This charge is passed on to the patron.  We also have many requests from other 

libraries for interlibrary loans.   

 

Training and Development...   

 

• The Eastman Library Group continues to meet three times a year.  Participating libraries take 

turns hosting the meetings.  The libraries include:  Lac du Bonnet, Pinawa, Beausejour, Allard, 

Selkirk, Stonewall, Springfield and Steinbach.  January’s meeting was held in Springfield and 

both May and September were hosted on Zoom. 

• The Board and Head Librarian learned how to use Zoom for their meetings! 
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Links available from the Lac du Bonnet Library website 

 
 

  

 

Audio and electronic books can be downloaded by library patrons with online access 

(login with your username and password provided by the Library) from the eLibraries 

Manitoba (eLM) website at http://elm.lib.overdrive.com 

 

Ebscohost is an online research database which can search thousands of e-journals.  

http://search.ebscohost.com/  will give you access to auto repair, small engine repair, home 

improvement reference centres, Novelist (for like-type authors and genre), or one of several 

student research sites (login with your username and password provided by the Library). 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 
  

 

      
 

Global Road Warrior is a travel and geographic database that provides rich cultural reports that cover 

everything from rudimentary language terms, currency, health issues, customs, and cultural faux pas. This 

database features more than 8 million words of editorial content, over 6,500 color photos and 1,575 maps, all 

presented in a consistent 92-category framework for each country. Topics include society and culture, travel 

essentials, business culture, communications and more. Created by an international team of researchers, 

cartographers and writers, the database is continually updated.  

Visit the Library and we will be happy to set you up for at home or mobile access.  
 

 

 
 

This website is an online public library of published books in accessible formats 

(using downloadable Apps for Daisy Players, Computers/Laptops, Phones, Tablets, 

etc.) for Canadians with perceptual disabilities. Visit the Library or https://nnels.ca  

to sign up for an account. 

 

 

 

Library patrons have access to search the Manitoba Public Libraries 

Network – fILL – a federated Search system of libraries in Manitoba.  

URL is: https://fill.mb.libraries.coop  

 

 

 
https://fill.mb.libraries.coop. 

 

Lac du Bonnet Library Patron use only.  Visit the library to learn more.  

This is for information purposes only.  No offers/promotions/additional 

subscriptions or purchases are authorized.      

 

http://elm.lib.overdrive.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/
https://nnels.ca/
https://fill.mb.libraries.coop/
https://fill.mb.libraries.coop/
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Special Events… 
 

Family Literacy Day takes place every January 27th to raise awareness about the importance of reading 

and engaging in literacy activities as a family. To celebrate Family Literacy Day and inspire families to 

read together, we held our 3rd annual Family Fort Night! On January 23rd, twenty-six children joined 

us along with their parents and grandparents. The children took over the library and had a great time 

reading books in the blanket forts they built with their family and friends. 

 

The children enjoyed snacks, stories and shadow puppet fun in the dark. The reading forts were 

OUTSTANDING! The evening was a huge success. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

6 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Storytime with volunteer Janice Halliday at Fort Night.  It’s a full house! 
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February rolled in and the Library celebrated “I Love to Read” month.  Visitors entered their name in 

the draws for their choice of these wonderful books.  We pulled 10 winners from our 170 entries. 

 

 

                   
 

 

40 Years and still going strong….             
   
There should have been a party March 18th, 2020 to celebrate the establishment of the municipal public 

library in Lac du Bonnet. The R.M. Reeve, Leo Drabyk, and Town’s Mayor Frank Ehinger, and 

councils approved an agreement to initiate the startup of the Library in Lac du Bonnet in March of 

1980.  In order to receive provincial funding, the important step of an agreement between the Province 

and the Lac du Bonnet councils needed to happen.  The volunteer library’s citizens began the process 

of raising funds to build a new library. 

 

Excerpts from minutes taken February 13, 1978  

 

“In attendance were Terry Usackis, Art Van Steelant, Joyce Hanton, Eleanor Lewko, Nick Ostash, 

Phyllis Robin, Roz Burt, Connie Safronetz and Aline Preston.”  

“The following Items were discussed: 

“Asking Glen Butchart, Librarian and co-ordinator of Parkland Regional Library, to talk to us re 

starting library” 

“An ad hoc committee was set up. Chairman – Nick Ostash, Vice-Chairman – Eleanor Lewko and 

Secretary-Treasurer – Aline Preston.” 

“A. Preston to get a library account set up. Starting money to come from proceeds of Christmas 

Concert in the amount of $245.87, money from defunct Art Society in the amount of $150.00 and 

$500.00 from the Home & School Association.” 

 

On cold wintery day January 25, 1990, the exodus from the Park Street where the Library was housed 

in August Kulikowski’s apartment block began.  Many volunteers moved the boxed collection to 84 

Third Street and the shelves were filled and soon the doors were open! 
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...And then there was Covid! 
 

 

 
 

 

On March 21st, at 2:30 p.m. the Library closed its doors to follow Covid-19 government protocols.  

Code Red blanketed the province and Library services shut down.  Staff hours were reduced and some 

staff were laid off.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Board and Head Librarian set up policies to work towards offering curbside service.  Plans were 

set up for staff to work part time behind the scenes doing inventory and other projects.  Curbside 

started May 5th much to the delight of our patrons!   
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On May 19th the Library computer access appointments started, and the Library took on a whole new 

look in decorating. 

 

 

 
 

Another month of patiently waiting for the Covid case number to decrease, and finally word came 

down from the government that libraries could open again.  It was time to put all of our Covid related 

policies to work.  June 16th the doors were open and the “maze running” started. 

           

   

        

 During Curbside service books were 

quarantined for seven days.  Piles of books 

could be found around the Library. 

 

When the Library opened for service again in 

June, books continued to be quarantined for 

Staff and Patron safety.   

 

Many events were cancelled: Spring into the 

Library, Spring Tea, and Celebrating Stories. 
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Our patrons were so appreciative to have their Library services accessible.  A heightened awareness of 

the crucial necessity of the Library in the community was never more apparent! 
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The Library were fortunate recipients of a joint grant of $2,300.00 from the Lac du Bonnet and District 

Foundation and the Lac du Bonnet Senior School Youth in Philanthropy students.  Extensive upgrades 

to our networking system was taken on by Interfusion Media.    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Magazine Sponsorship program - We are remarkably fortunate to have Library friends and local 

business sponsors that continue to support magazine subscriptions for patron enjoyment.  These 

generous sponsors are proudly displayed on each magazine cover.  Four new sponsors joined our 

program in 2020. Lac du Bonnet Dental Clinic, Mr. Christie’s Septic Cleaning, Daley Pharmacy Ltd., 

and Jack & Janice Halliday. 
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Children participated in ‘Let’s Play’ at the Library for our Online Summer 

Reading Club 2020 from July 8th to August 25th.  The Summer Reading Club 

Coordinator, Colter, did a great job organizing a successful program considering the 

restrictions due to COVID 19. We had 20 children registered. This year, we offered 

2 crafts/activities each week for the kids to participate in from home. At the 

beginning of each week they picked up the supplies they needed to accomplish both 

crafts/activities. The kids had access to their reading logs on our website. Every 

child participating in our Summer Reading Club kept track of their reading with 

ease. They simply filled in a weekly reading log each week. We had 3 weekly 

reading prizes and 1 grand prize. When the kids sent in their weekly reading logs, 

they had to choose which prize they wanted their names put into. Children who 

handed their logs every week, 7 logs total by the end of the summer, had their names put into the grand 

prize draw.  We drew the prizes on the last day of the program and posted them on our YouTube 

channel, Facebook & our website. Each child received a new book for their reading efforts.  

We started a segment called “Story time with Colter” over the summer on our YouTube channel, and 

have been sharing it on social media and on our website to keep the children engaged and entertained. 

We’ve had great feedback from parents and community members in general.  

                             

                  

Colter put together the crafts so when the kids came to pick up their supplies they knew what it was 

supposed to look like.  Detailed instructions were provided for the Moms and Dads so they could help! 

Check out the Lac du Bonnet Library Facebook page for our Giant Bubble making videos with Colter 

and our summer library clerk, Lily!  We had fun making sure our Bubble solution would work. ☺ 
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Colter and Lily had to practice the water balloon craft to make sure the balloons would break. A field 

trip to the boss’ house was planned as we didn’t want water inside the Library. A change of clothes was 

packed, but to the dismay of the Head Librarian they weren’t needed. 

                  

Colter and Lily also put on a hilarious puppet show to wrap up the program! The virtual puppet show 

can be found on our website under “News & Events” “Summer Reading Club”. 

Heading into Fall… 
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New this year, Halloween Spooktacular Colouring Contest was held during the month of October for 

children in 3 age categories… 3-5-year old, 6-8-year old, and 9-12-year old. They had the option to 

pick up the coloring pages at the library or print them off from the comfort of 

their home. They could drop them off any time before October 28th! We chose 

one winner for each age group. We had 14 kids participate. All participants 

received a Halloween treat! Winners received a free book and goldfish crackers.  

Colter and Jen decorated the library with fun, spooky Halloween decorations.  

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 
 

 
 

 

Colter’s extra 

spooky 

decorations! 
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Community Halloween Pumpkin Hunt… 

 
Terri Weiss from the Lac du Bonnet Children’s Centre contacted the Library to see if we would join in 

the community wide safe Halloween for the kids.  Pumpkins were placed in the window of businesses 

so the trick or treaters could find the Halloween goodies! We were so happy to oblige as we had so few 

youngsters visiting the Library this year.  It seemed strange dropping candy with tongs into their bags 

from behind the safety of screen, but everyone was so happy to being doing something “normal” again.  

Fifty kids and their parents braved the windy cold elements to fill their bags! 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 Sign Making “Take & Make” Fundraiser with Wood n’ Knots! Due to 

Covid 19 restrictions, and uncertainty, we added a new fundraising event this 

year. Participants simply chose their sign, their stain colour, and their font 

colors. On Thursday, December 10th they were able to pick up their packages 

between 6:00 – 7:00 pm at the library. We had owner, Kaitlyn Boyer, on hand to 

assist first time participants with more detailed instructions when they arrived 

curbside.  

 

 

 

 

And the doors closed again…. 

 
November 12th the Province of Manitoba returned to Critical Level (Red).  Chief Provincial Public 

Health Officer, Brent Roussin’s health directive deemed that Libraries must close again.   

Our patrons and staff, now well versed in curbside service, moved on without a hitch.  The Library in 

2020 was closed for 25% of the year and during this time we had 335 curbside appointments!     
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Fundraising Report 

 

 
. 

Book Sales    $   1,399 

Sign Making fundraiser            140 

Penny Jar            249 

Patron Services            132 

LdB Fish Derby CVO hrs              54 

Misc. sales            159 

Total     $ 2,133 

 

 

Our Annual Fall Supper fundraiser had to be cancelled this year due to Covid-19 restrictions.  In lieu of 

the supper, the Library approached the Lac du Bonnet Clipper Weekly to include an appeal for 

donations article in their paper.  The response from patrons, and community members was 

overwhelming.  $7,262.00 was received in donations. Thank you to all who so generously supported 

the Library.  Visit our website at lacdubonnnetlibrary.ca for detailed Financial Audit.   

 

 

 

 

Circulation Statistics 
  

 2018 2019 2020 

Adult Fiction 9,533 8,080 7,573 

Adult Non-Fiction 1,191 1,107 1,199 

Young Adult Fiction 256 318              276 

Junior Fiction 789 1,057 1,087 

Junior Non-Fiction 401 404 297 

Children’s 1,591 1,461 1,015 

Magazines 1,371 1,211 939 

Vertical File 13 2                  0     

ILL Incoming 388 454 249 

ILL Outgoing 275 305 179 

Sound Recordings 151 173 145 

PLS Large Print 308 277 168 

MLDB Large Print 345 299 269 

Videos/DVDs 2,093 1,735 1,356 

eLM (eBooks/eAudiobooks) 4,970 7,435 6,664 

RBDigital (eMagazines/eAudiobooks) 112 298 n/a 

Total 23,675 24,616 21,416 
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Membership and Circulation Statistics  

(January 1, 2020 – December 31, 2020) 

 

 
 

 

eLM = eLibraries Manitoba is an electronic resource for all patron groups. 

Rural Municipality of Alexander = Bird River area only 
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2019 Library Statistics 

 
Volumes and Resources Held 

 

Books 17,400 

DVDs    1,203 

Magazine Subscriptions       38 

Back-Issue Magazine Categories       10 

Sound Recordings     227 

Vertical Files Resources 9       

New Acquisitions 

*194 of these were donated items 

610 

  

 

We hold 584 copies in our magazine collection and 158 copies in our Back-Issue magazine collection.   

 

A visit to the Library does not always result in a check-out of material – some patrons come to browse 

or read magazines, and others find the information they need in our reference section or on the Internet.  

This is not reflected in our circulation statistics.  Total sign-ins for the Public Access Computers for 

2020 was 326 (WiFi users not included).  The Library website received 4,116 visits in 2020.  Point of 

Interest:  Despite all efforts made by staff over the years to collect, as of December 31st, 2020, this 

Library is owed $6,591.86 in unpaid fines.  

 

Every Librarian’s Dream Clock! 
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APPENDIX 

 
Library-Related Newspaper Articles 

 Published in the Lac du Bonnet Clipper 
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This Thank you was placed in the December 24th issue of the Lac du Bonnet Clipper. 

Mere words cannot express the gratitude of the Board and Staff. 

 

 


